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Forests Restoration Act of 2003 (16
U.S.C. 6512); or

(2) Any organic matter that is avail-
able on a renewable or recurring basis
from non-Federal land or land belong-
ing to an Indian or Indian tribe that is
held in trust by the United States or
subject to a restriction against alien-
ation imposed by the United States, in-
cluding—

(i) Renewable plant material, includ-
ing feed grains; other agricultural com-
modities; other plants and trees; and
algae; and

(ii) Waste material, including crop
residue; other vegetative waste mate-
rial (including wood waste and wood
residues); animal waste and byproducts
(including fats, oils, greases, and ma-
nure); and food waste and yard waste.

Research and development (R&D)
projects means a research project only,
a development project only, or a com-
bination of research and development
project; however, an R&D project may
not be submitted including a dem-
onstration project or vice versa.

Semi-works is a combination of chem-
ical processing units that constitute a
subset of the fully integrated system
and are used to develop process flow
diagrams and mass and energy bal-
ances for the purposes of scaling up to
a demonstration scale facility.

Transportation fuel means fuel for use
in motor vehicles, motor vehicle en-
gines, non-road vehicles, or non-road
engines (except for ocean-going ves-
sels).

§3430.703 Eligibility.

To be eligible to receive an award
under this subpart, the recipient shall
be—

(a) An institution of higher education
(as defined in §3430.702);

(b) A National Laboratory;

(c) A Federal research agency;

(d) A State research agency;

(e) A private sector entity (as defined
in §3430.702 of this part);

(f) A nonprofit organization; or

(g) A consortium of two or more enti-
ties listed in paragraphs (a) through (f)
of this section.

§3430.704 Project types and priorities.

(a) Technical Topic Areas. Biomass Re-
search and Development Initiative

§3430.704

(BRDI) awards shall be directed (in
consultation with the Biomass Re-
search and Development Board, the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency and heads of other ap-
propriate departments and agencies) in
the following three primary technical
topic areas:

(1) Feedstocks Development. Research,
development, and demonstration ac-
tivities regarding feedstocks and feed-
stock logistics (including the harvest,
handling, transport, preprocessing, and
storage) relevant to production of raw
materials for conversion to biofuels
and biobased products.

(2) Biofuels and Biobased Products De-
velopment. Research, development, and
demonstration activities to support—

(i) The development of diverse cost-
effective technologies for the use of
cellulosic biomass in the production of
biofuels and biobased products; and

(ii) Product diversification through
technologies relevant to production of
a range of biobased products (including
chemicals, animal feeds, and cogen-
erated power) that potentially can in-
crease the feasibility of fuel production
in a biorefinery.

(3) Biofuels Development Analysis—(i)
Strategic Guidance. The development of
analysis that provides strategic guid-
ance for the application of renewable
biomass technologies to improve sus-
tainability and environmental quality,
cost effectiveness, security, and rural
economic development.

(ii) Energy and Environmental Impact.
Development of systematic evaluations
of the impact of expanded biofuel pro-
duction on the environment (including
forest land) and on the food supply for
humans and animals, including the im-
provement and development of tools
for life cycle analysis of current and
potential biofuels.

(iii) Assessment of Federal Land. As-
sessments of the potential of Federal
land resources to increase the produc-
tion of feedstocks for biofuels and
biobased products, consistent with the
integrity of soil and water resources
and with other environmental consid-
erations.

(b) Additional Considerations. Within
the technical topic areas described in
§3430.704(a)(3), NIFA, in cooperation
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§3430.705

with DOE, shall support research and
development to—

(1) Create continuously expanding op-
portunities for participants in existing
biofuels production by seeking
synergies and continuity with current
technologies and practices;

(2) Maximize the environmental, eco-
nomic, and social benefits of produc-
tion of biofuels and derived biobased
products on a large scale; and

(3) Facilitate small-scale production
and local and on-farm use of biofuels,
including the development of
smallscale gasification technologies for
production of biofuel from cellulosic
feedstocks.

§3430.705

(a) Facility costs. Funds made avail-
able under this subpart shall not be
used for the planning, repair, rehabili-
tation, acquisition, or construction of
a building or facility.

(b) Indirect costs. Subject to §3430.52
of this part, indirect costs are allow-
able for Federal assistance awards
made by NIFA.

(¢c) Minimum allocations. After con-
sultation with the Board, NIFA in co-
operation with DOE, shall require that
each of the three technical topic areas
described in §3430.704 of this part re-
ceive not less than 15 percent of funds
made available to carry out BRDI.

Funding restrictions.

§3430.706 Matching requirements.

(a) Requirement for Research and/or
Development Projects. The non-Federal
share of the cost of a research or devel-
opment project under BRDI shall be
not less than 20 percent of the total
Federal funds awarded. NIFA may re-
duce the non-Federal share of a re-
search or development project if the re-
duction is determined to be necessary
and appropriate.

(b) Requirement for Demonstration and
Commercial Projects. The non-Federal
share of the cost of a demonstration or
commercial project under BRDI shall
be not less than 50 percent of the total
Federal funds awarded.

(c) Indirect costs. Use of indirect costs
as in-kind matching contributions is
subject to §3430.52 of this part.
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§3430.707 Administrative duties.

(a) After consultation with the
Board, NIFA, in cooperation with DOE,
shall:

(1) Publish annually one or more
joint requests for proposals for Federal
assistance under BRDI; and

(2) Require that Federal assistance
under BRDI be awarded based on a sci-
entific peer review by an independent
panel of scientific and technical peers.

(b) NIFA, in cooperation with DORE,
shall ensure that applicable research
results and technologies from the BRDI
are:

(1) Adapted, made available, and dis-
seminated, as appropriate; and

(2) Included in the best practices
database established under section
1672C(e) of the Food, Agriculture, Con-
servation, and Trade Act of 1990.

§3430.708 Review criteria.

(a) General. BRDI peer reviews of ap-
plications are conducted in accordance
with requirements found in section 9008
of the Farm Security and Rural Invest-
ment Act of 2002 (FSRIA), Public Law
107-171 (7 U.S.C. 8101 et seq.); section 103
of the Agricultural Research, Exten-
sion, and Education Reform Act of 1998
(7 U.S.C. 7613); and regulations found in
title 7 of the Code of Federal Regula-
tions, sections 3430.31 through 3430.37.

(b) Additional Considerations. Special
consideration will be given to applica-
tions that—

(1) Involve a consortium of experts
from multiple institutions;

(2) Encourage the integration of dis-
ciplines and application of the best
technical resources; and

(3) Increase the geographic diversity
of demonstration projects.

§3430.709 Duration of awards.

The term of a Federal assistance
award made for a BRDI project shall
not exceed 5 years. No-cost extensions
of time beyond the maximum award
terms will not be considered or grant-
ed.

Subpart L [Reserved]
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